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Causes of World War I: 
 

282. Militarism – fascination with military power and the glory of war 
283. Western Front: Trench Warfare was fought here, French and the British versus the 

Germans, and Led to a stalemate 
284. Eastern Front:  Fought between Russia and the Germans 
285. Italian Front:  Fought between Italy and France versus the Germans and 

Austro-Hungary 
286. Russia withdrew from the war in 1917 – Germany looking for a stronger victory in the 

west 
287. Development of new weaponry: Long range artillery, Poison gases and gas masks, 

Submarines, Tanks, Machine guns, Airplanes, and Flame throwers 
288. Alliances – agreements between countries to help each other during wartime 
289. Allied Powers (The Allies): Great Britain, France, Russia (until 1917), Italy (after 

1915), and U.S. (after 1917) 
290. The Central Powers: Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, and The Ottoman Empire 
291. Imperialism – building empires by expanding territory and gaining colonies 
292. Imperialism therefore severed as a way to gain wealth by opening markets, the 

acquisition of national resources, and trade 
293. Nationalism – strong feelings of pride and unity among a particular group of people 

(sharing pride in one’s nation) 
294. Worsened rivalries between European powers 
295. This led to economic, social, and political differences 

 
World War I: 

296. Serbia wanted to take control of Bosnia 
297. Austria-Hungary took over Bosnia 
298. Archduke Franz Ferdinand (the heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary) was 

assassinated by a Serbian terrorist 
299. Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia 
300. Russia left in 1917 over internal issues: High taxes, Working conditions, and Political 

rights 
301. Czar Nicholas II unable to manage Russia’s difficulties 
302. Result: 1917 revolt of the working class (Bolsheviks): Led by Vladimir Lenin and 

Russian army left the Eastern Front to fight their internal revolution 
303. Signed a peace treaty with Germany in 1918 
304. Russian withdrawal left France and Britain defenses on the western front the key to 

winning the war 
305. U.S. entered the war, the same year Russia left 



306. U.S. wanted to remain neutral in the war – remaining neutral became challenging 
307. Limiting American trade with German – Britain blocked German ports 
308. Sinking of the Lusitania, a British passenger ship 
309. Zimmerman Telegram to Mexico – sent by Germany and offered Mexico a deal to 

gain land in America in return for their attack on the U.S. 
310. The telegram was intercepted 
311. Spring 1917: German began unrestricted sub warfare and began sinking U.S. 

merchant ships 
312. American Expeditionary Force affected the course of the war by deflecting the last 

push of the Germans on the western front – armistice signed on November 11, 1918 
313. Wilson brought his 14 Points proposal to Versailles – the conference 
314. Goal of the 14 Points: to correct many of the problems that caused the Great War 

(WWI) and bring about a lasting world peace 
315. 14 Points: No military build-up by Germany, No secret alliances, No 

self-determination, and Creating a League of Nations – an international organization 
designed to resolve disputes between nations and thereby avoiding future wars 

316. Treaty of Versailles: Structured to punish Germany, “War Guilt Clause” – Germany 
accepted responsibility for starting the war, Germany paid reparations, Military 
restrictions such as limiting the army to 100,000 soldiers; no air force or submarines, 
Demilitarization of the Rhineland, and German territorial losses – in Europe and 
overseas possessions 

317. Effects of the Treaty: The Treaty emphasized German retribution, Created a 
foundation that contributed to economic and political instability, Russia was denied a 
seat at the Versailles conference, Due to its separate peace with German when they left 
the war effort in 1917, and There was a lack of cohesiveness (togetherness) of the 
victors – NOT STABLE 

 
Roaring 20s and Economic Struggles: 
 

318. The Roaring 20’s: American factories produced most of the world’s manufactured 
goods, American workers made more money than workers in other countries, and Banks 
in the U.S. loaned other countries large amounts of money 

319. European Economic Struggles: Most nations were deep in debt after World War I 
320. Many countries printed too much money and experienced inflation (money loses 

value and prices go up), and Many European nations relied too much on the U.S. 
economy 

321. Causes of the Great Depression: Americans borrowed and spent too much, People 
made careless investments, and Factories produced more goods than they could sell 

322. Stock Market Crash of 1929: The economy slowed down, Stockbrokers demanded 
that borrowers pay off loans, and prices dropped further 

323. The New Deal: set of programs started by President Franklin D. Roosevelt that 
helped bring the U.S. out of the Great Depression 

324. The Social Security Act of 1935: Benefits for retired, disabled, and unemployed 



325. Public building projects 
326. Created new jobs 
327. More government involvement in economy 
328. Rules and regulations for businesses 
329. Assistance for farmers 
330. Higher taxes to pay for programs 

 
Adolph Hitler: 

331. Adolf Hitler: leader of the Nazi Party and dictator of Germany from 1933-1945: His 
ideas inspired German people who were suffering under the Great Depression and the 
Treaty of Versailles 

332. Nazism: the political beliefs of the Nazi (National Socialist German Workers’) Party, 
Promised to build a more powerful Germany 

333. Called for a powerful leader (dictator) to get things done quickly, and Blamed Jewish 
people for Germany’s problems 

334. Adolf Hitler: Hitler claimed that the “Aryans” were the “master race” and blamed other 
races for Germany’s problems, His book discussed his hatred for the Hebrew people, He 
expressed his desire to gain back land that united all German speaking people, Hitler 
was named Chancellor and created a totalitarian state and created a secret police 
(Gestapo) 

335. Hitler outlaws: Other political parties, Imprisons political opponents, Censorship, 
Propaganda, Controlling the economy, And banning unions 

 
Joseph Stalin and Communism: 

336. Communism: Empower the proletariat (working class) and decrease the wealth and 
power of industrial capitalists, Industry, production, and business must be controlled by 
the society, Wealth would be distributed equally to citizens, and Competition and private 
property would be abolished 

337. Joseph Stalin: Leader of the Soviet Union in 1928, Created a totalitarian state, 
Became the General Secretary of the Communist Party, Secret police monitored 
everything, Censored all sources of information, Used propaganda to maintain his 
power, and Persecuted religion institutions  

338. Five-Year Plan: Heavy industrialization, Began Collectivization – controlled all the 
farms and combined them with govt. to increase food production, Improved education 
and the economy 

 
Benito Mussolini: 

338. Benito Mussolini: Founded the Fascist Party in 1919, Supporters called the Black 
Shirts who attacked Communists and Socialists 

339. Promised to strengthen the economy, Gained support of the workers and ended 
strikes around Italy 

340. Supporters asked the King Emmanuel to make Mussolini leader of Italy, Used secret 
police to censor information 



341. Increased the size of the military, Invaded Ethiopia in 1935 
342. Fascism: Popular in Italy and Germany because of WWI, Fascism was a political 

movement  that emphasized an extreme form of nationalism and power to the state, 
Denied people their rights and individual liberties, Led by authoritarian leaders 

343. Fascism created: Special salutes, Military steps – military parades, Emblems 
(patches or insignia), Holding rallies, Creating elite military groups that utilized absolute 
power and terror tactics  

 
Japan: 

344. Japan: Newly industrialized, Dependent on its export earning to finance imports, 
Japanese economy struggled and military leaders wanted to expand to finance new 
markets, shortage of natural resources, and farming problems, Totalitarian state was 
military controlled, Military leadership acted on a policy of expansionism beginning in 
1931 

 
World War II: 

345. Causes of World War II (WWII): Focused on the military aggression displayed by 
Germany, Italy, and Japan prior to the war, The disconnected feeling of the Germany 
people from the previsions of the Treaty of Versailles, Economic problems from the 
Great Depression, Italy was unhappy with their treatment after WWI, High cost of 
reparations 

346. U.S. took on a policy of isolationism and passing a series of Neutrality Acts – 
prohibited the U.S. from lending money or selling weapons to European countries 
involved in the war 

347. Britain and France tried to deal with Hitler by using a policy of appeasement (giving 
into Hitler) – the policy failed 

348. Hitler began demanding the Sudetenland during the Munich Conference – Britain 
and France agreed to let him have it 

349. WWII began in September 1939 when Hitler invaded Poland 
350. Britain and France abandoned appeasement and began to fight Hitler 
351. Germans used blitzkrieg or “lightening war” against Poland and the Soviets 
352. Battle of Britain (1940-1941): German Air Force bombed Britain, New technology – 

radar allowed the British to intercept messages and they knew Hitler was coming, The 
new technology allowed the British to easily decode German messages, Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill refused to surrender to Hitler 

353. North Africa: Germany wanted the Suez Canal to get to the rich oil in the Middle East 
354. In the Balkans, Greece and Yugoslavia fell to Hitler in 1941 
355. 1941: Hitler betrayed the Soviet Union and attacked them 
356. Allied forces led by General Dwight Eisenhower defeated German General Rommel 

in North Africa 
357. Russians defeated Hitler in the Battle of Stalingrad in February 1943 
358. Soviets and Americans began pushing Hitler back on two fronts – pushing towards 

Germany 



359. 1944: Allies enter Italy and defeat Mussolini – he was killed 
360. Invasion of Normandy (D-Day) June 6, 1944 was to liberate France from German 

control 
361. The Soviets and the Americans pushed Hitler back and forced Germany’s surrender 

on May 7, 1945 (VE Day) 
362. President Harry Truman then forced Japan’s surrender – VJ Day 
363. Dropping of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima Aug. 6th and Nagasaki three days later 

on Aug. 9th 

364. Japan formally announced their surrender on September 2, 1945 
 
Final Solution: 

365. The “Final Solution” was Hitler’s plan to have a mass genocide (killing of people from 
the same racial, political, or cultural group) 

366. He wanted nothing less than the total destruction of the Jews 
367. Hitler had the Jews rounded up and taken to concentration camps 
368. Healthy people were enslaved until they dropped dead from exhaustion, disease, or 

starvation 
369. This proved too slow of a method; therefore the Jews were moved to death camps 

like Auschwitz in Poland for extermination 
370. In the camps: Men, women, and children died in gas chambers and then their 

remains were burned in giant crematoriums or huge ovens 
 
United States, FDR, and World War II: 

371. FDR recognized the necessity of U.S. involvement in the war to prevent the defeat of 
the Allies 

372. 1939: Congress amended the policy of isolationism and neutrality with a Cash and 
Carry Policy 

373. This policy allowed for the payment for weapons and supplies with cash as long as 
the European nations transported the purchase on their ships 

374. The Cash and Carry Policy did not work all that well, so Congress stepped in again 
375. Congress passed the Lend-Lease Act: The Act stated that the U.S. could lend or 

lease weapons and other supplies to countries that were important to the interests of the 
U.S. 

376. Japan invaded French Indochina 
377. U.S. placed an oil embargo on Japan  
378. Japan attacked Pearl Harbor – 12/7/41 
379. The next day, FDR declared war on Japan 

 
Island Hopping: 

380. Island Hopping in the Pacific begins 
381. Japan takes over many islands – Guam, Wake Island, Hong Kong, and Philippines 
382. U.S. begins defending its colonies and defeating Japan in many battles 
383. Battle of Coral Sea – saving Australia from Japanese invasion 



384. Battle of Midway – damaged many of Japan’s fighter planes 
385. U.S. continued island hopping – leapfrogging from one island to the next 
386. Battle of Guadalcanal – first offensive against Japan launched by combined allied 

forces on land, sea, and air 
387. Battle of Iwo Jima – one of the U.S. great victories 
388. 1942: tide was turning in the favor of the Allies 

 
Holocaust: 

389. Holocaust was a systematic plan of persecution and elimination of Jews and others 
deemed “undesirable” by Hitler 

390. Prejudice that caused the Holocaust was based on anti-Semitism which is part of the 
Nazi ideology (political beliefs) 

391. Religious and cultural differences with the suspicion and envy had made the Jews 
scapegoats during times of crisis in history 

392. No matter how irrational the prejudice was, Hitler made it Germany’s rallying point to 
unite the German people in their quest for empires and Aryan world domination 

393. Nuremberg Laws (1935):  law stated that any German was denied the right to marry 
a Jew and that all Jews had to wear the Star of David on their person so they could be 
identified in public 

394. November 9, 1938: Nazi troops attacked Jewish businesses, synagogues, and 
homes and killed approximately 100 Jews – this day was known as Kristallnacht or 
“Night of Broken Glass” 

395. Jews were ordered to be moved into ghettos and lived in terrible conditions 
396. Jews were forced into concentration camps 
397. Many Jews died in route to the camps 
398. Jews died through crematoriums or brutal experiments 
399. Jews were examined by a doctor at the camp 
400. Healthy young men could live in order to serve as laborers; while the elderly, women, 

and children were put to death soon after they arrived 
401. The genocide killed over 6 million Jews 
402. Before WWII, the Jewish population was estimated at around 17 million 
403. Nuremburg Trials: 1945-1946 – took place, 22 Nazi leaders were tried; charged with 

“crimes against humanity”, Their behavior was illustrated as indefensible and 
unacceptable regardless of the circumstances and that each individual was responsible 
for his actions during the war, An International Military Tribunal representing 23 countries 
conducted the trial, 10 Nazi leaders were hanged and their bodies were burned at the 
concentration camps 

 
Jewish State: 

404. Zionist Movement: The movement began with Jew returning to Palestine and calling 
for a Jewish nation-state 



405. Balfour Declaration (1917): British support of a Jewish state as long as the 
Palestinians rights were protected, Further the tension between the Jews and 
Palestinians 

406. United Nations decided to divide Palestine into a Jewish state and a Palestinian state 
407. Palestinians were upset with this idea 
408. The country of Israel was founded in 1948 
409. Result:  led to nationalism among the Middle East 
410. Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO): Created in 1964 and led by Yasir Arafat, 

Guerrilla groups soon began to gain power in the PLO and claimed to have to use 
military force to create a Palestinian state 

411. First major peace agreement – Camp David Accords signed by Egypt and Israel in 
1979 

412. 1993: Oslo Peace Accords: Israel agreed to give the Palestinians in the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip self-rule 

 


